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Being Prepared During Times of Disaster: 
Important Tips for Horse owner



Disaster:
An incident that is beyond the 

scope where an individual, local 
and community resources can 
deal with an event as an 
emergency.
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Disaster Preparedness

Å Assess Your Risk

What are the most likely 
disasters in our area?

Å Flash Flood

Å Tornado 

Å Blizzard 

Å Wildfire 

Å Drought



Examples:

ÅSpring Creek Flood 1997

ÅHayman fire 2002 

ÅPicnic Rock Fire 2004

ÅBlizzards of 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007

ÅTornado 2008 

ÅOlde Stage Road Fire 2009

ÅIn the Future?

Disaster Preparedness



Before the Event

ÅLook at your location

ÅPlan an escape route

ÅñTornado Boxò = horse 
box

ÅIdentify facilities and 
resources

ÅIdentify friends and 
family
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Before the Event

ÅHave access to a 
functional/safe 
horse/stock trailer

ÅHave a full tank of gas

ÅPractice loading

ÅIdentification tags/ 
livestock marker

ÅPrioritize evacuation
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Before the Event

ÅMonitor Television / radio 
stations

ÅCash 

ÅHay supply

ÅClean up kit

ÅPractice your plan
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During the disaster

ÅEvacuate early

ÅDevelop a Buddy 
System

ÅRemain Calm

ÅFollow your Plan
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Flash Floods

Caused by:

ïExcessive Precipitation

ïSteep Gradient

ïDrought Conditions

ïPost Wildfire

What to Do?

ïTime Frame= fast 
moving

ïHorses will move away
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Tornadoes

Caused by:

ïWarm air colliding 
with cold air.

What to do?

ïLittle to no 
warning

ïHuman vs. horse

ïOpen escape 
routes
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Blizzards

Caused by:

ïHeavy snow fall 
with strong winds

What to do?

ïWarning time 
varies

ïHorses will seek 
out shelter

ïñDrift Overò

ïMore resistant to 
move
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Wildfires

Caused by:

ïDrought conditions

ïLightening strikes

ïCarelessness

What to do?

ïWarning times will 
vary

ïEvacuate early

ïMark and set free
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Difficulties You May Encounter

ïAnimal reactions under stress

ïAccess and transportation difficulties

ïEquipment and facility design risks

ïLosing focus on the disaster
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The Aftermath

ïInspect your 
premises

ïClean up debris

ïIdentify and take 
possession of your 
horses

ïBe careful leaving 
horses outside
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The Aftermath

ïCheck with your 
veterinarian of 
potential disease risks

ïReunite family groups

ïTreat wounds and 
injuries
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Summary

ÅPrepare a Plan

ÅPractice the Plan

ÅStay safe and calm
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Resources

ÅEquine Medical Services-
http://www.emsvet.com

ÅAAEP ï
http://www.aaep.org/emergency_prep.htm#
own

ÅColorado State University Cooperative 
Extension-
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/pubs.html
#ag_livestock
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